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From the
Secretary

The calendar tells us that we now in the depths of
Winter and the weather is certainly proving that but
none the less, the roses in our East Anglian garden

are starting to show signs on waking up. Many of our
members get very twitchy trigger fingers and grab for
their secateurs about now and begin the big prune! Of
course, it really depends upon where you grow your
roses and what types of roses you grow; but last year
when we were subjected to hot, dry desert-like
conditions from May until July our garden roses put on a fantastic display in early June
and by the middle of July were bloomed out and burned up! Due to water restrictions
(and my unwillingness to water so many roses by hand), they refused to rebloom and
only gave us a few blooms when the weather broke in September. For that reason,

I will not be pruning our roses until the end of March. The meteorologists are telling

us to expect a similar or even hotter summer this year so perhaps I'd better ready the
watering cans and man-up this year?

Pauline has been busy these past weeks and months preparing for the showing year.
We are extremely fortunate to have been offered a new home for our Spring Show at
Planters Pacific Garden Centre near The Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield. Our sincere
thanks to Gerald and Christine Ingram, owners of Planters Garden Centres; we are very
excited to be working with them. The Pacific Garden Centre is a busy place with easy
access from the M6 and | am certain that our Spring Show will be a very popular
attraction. We will still be having a presence at the Malvern Spring Show with our
Society stand and we are pleased that Alice Elliott will be taking the reins for this
event. | know she will be looking for members to help man the stand for a couple of
hours during four days of the show.

The Winter Webinars are back! ‘Storyteller Garden’, Martin Stott will once again be our
host. Many thanks to Martin, as we really couldn’t do it without him.

Growing and Showing Roses — The Tears and The Joy on 3rd March. Martin will be
talking to Rose Society UK National Champion, Neil Duncan about what drives him to
produce stunning roses on his Hampshire allotment and exhibit them all over the UK.
Additional contributions from Pauline and myself as we try to explain the why and the
how. We appreciate that immediately sommeone mentions Rose Show, many people
will instantly hit the OFF button. Before you do, consider this; the roses that are
exhibited in our National Shows will be amongst the best roses that most people will
ever see in the flesh. Our rose exhibitors are rose growers too and they are pretty good
at it! This year marks 150 years of UK National Rose societies; societies that were born
from a passion to grow and show beautiful roses.




THE ROSE SOCIETY UK

OTHERWISE
NORMAL
PEEGPLE

JENNIFER POTTER AURELTA C. S¢

The final webinar is The Wonderful World of Rose Books is on Tuesday 17th March.

In her book ‘Otherwise Normal People’, Aurelia C. Scott delves into ‘the thorny world of
competitive rose gardening’ as she visits and interviews rose exhibitors in the USA. The
story is very similar on this side of the pond. If only we had a UK based storyteller to
highlight our weird and floriferous world. Well of course we do! Martin's guests will be
book collector Dr Elizabeth Perks, creator and owner of ‘The Rosarian Library’ sharing
some of the stunning rose illustrations that appeared in books before the widespread
use of photography. Writer Jennifer Potter, author of ‘The Rose’ will tell of the journeys
she's made — from Iran to The White House - in her research. We will also hear from
renowned rosarian, Charles Quest-Ritson who, together with his wife Brigid, wrote the
‘RHS Encyclopaedia of Roses', featuring photos and descriptions of around 2,000 roses.
Join us for what we are sure will be a fascinating evening, remember we'd like to know
your favourite rose books too!
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We kicked off our Winter Webinar series on February 13th with Celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of David Austin’s Birth. Martin's guests included David Austin’s former
Head Rosarian, Michael Marriott, his successor, Head Rosarian Liam Beddall, and
David Austin's long-time friend, writer Charles Quest-Ritson. We learned about the
man behind one of the most successful rose breeding companies in the world. If you
missed it, a link will appear in the members area of the website.

Weekender Events in 2026 Scheduled for June, our first weekender will be a guided
tour of Rochester Cathedral, its gardens and The Dean Hole Museum with a lunch in
the Café in the Crypt and some afternoon ‘rosy’ entertainment. An exclusive guided
visit to Sissinghurst and a visit to Hever Castle complete the weekend. In July we will
be welcomed again by Whartons to visit this year's rose fields with lunch, more ‘rosy’
entertainment and a visit to a rose garden at a nearby country house. All the details
will be circulated soon but that's all from me for now, keep planting your bare root
roses.

Ray
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How does my
garden grow?
| e

The Rose Society’s Iain Silver steps in for B, e
0 9 . . . Womsise

John in this edition and explains the highs :

and lows of growing roses in Scotland

| hate winter.

| don't find much joy in gardening on cold, wet days when icy winds seem to chill me to
the bone.

It's odd, then, that I've chosen to live in a village 800 feet above sea level, where it's
often cold. The coldest temperature here was -22°C, one of the lowest ever recorded in
Scotland, and we usually see -15°C most years. Still, this year we've avoided the extreme
weather | hear about elsewhere, like snow in the North East or rain in the South West.
Our winter has been fairly mild, with just some frost, rain, and many dark days without
sunshine. Even now, writing in the early afternoon, it looks more like five o'clock. And all
this is just about 15 miles from the centre of Edinburgh.

If you're still with me, you'll be wondering what this has to do with roses - well, let me try
to explain. Having been asked to fill John's space, | thought that a bit of my background
would be useful hopefully interesting. Well | wasn't going to be able to compete directly
with our Chairman. Our growing season here is short - growth doesn't really get going
until April, which means pruning at the end of March or early April as weather permits.
A June rose is a rare but welcome sight. It is normally mid-July before my season really
gets to its peak. | should point out that | grow mainly HT's and floribundas with a few
climbers. Miniatures and a few mini-floras are confined to the greenhouse, as | have
found that they don't really thrive outside here, and are a magnet for disease without
constant spraying.

There are positives to be found in the situation, however. My first flush produces larger
blooms than those who are, by that time, getting into the second flush. The cooler
summers - not too many days above 20°C - give blooms time to grow and open slowly
rather than be prematurely over or have petals burned by the sun. Drought is rare. The
cooler summer also means we potentially have blooms later in the year, where our
southern growers may find bushes finish producing earlier.
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Whilst | mostly grow the standard exhibition varieties, | have one or two older ones which
seem to like our conditions. For example, ‘Savoy Hotel' | keep mainly because it is always
the first to bloom in my garden, sometimes as much as a week before the rest. Another
which seems to have disappeared nationally is ‘Norma Major’ - a large coral coloured HT
which grows as a tall sprawling bush. It is very much a cool-weather rose, almost rainproof,
which, if given time to open, has a beautiful classic exhibition form. In hot weather, it
rapidly “bursts” into a confused mass of petals, rendering it totally unsuitable for showing.
‘Big Chief’ is a favourite, giving me large blooms which again are reasonably weather
resistant. The lack of petals is compensated for by bloom size. Likewise, ‘Elina’, which

is also a few petals short and takes its chance with the weather as it doesn't like being
covered. ‘Red Devil', ‘Bonsoir' and ‘Isn't She Lovely’ are also prominent here, showing a
liking of Dickson's bred roses. ‘Grandpa Dickson’ was a favourite, but it seems to have lost
its vigour outside here, though I've seen some lovely blooms grown under cover at the
Spring shows.

In the floribundas, it is those by Gareth Fryer that seem to dominate ‘Tickled Pink’, ‘Lucky’
and the relatively unknown but excellent ‘Dynamic Duo'. My best Climbers are Chris
Warner bred - ‘Little Rambler’ and ‘Peter’s Persica’ being favourites.

But this is not intended to be an appraisal of varieties. My growing programme don't
deviate much from the accepted preparation, planting, feeding and spraying methods.
The only thing notably different is planting the graft a bit deeper - say 4 inches or so.
What | don't do is grow standards. The only ones in the village here are recently planted.
They rarely survive more than one really cold winter before the frost gets them. David
Austin roses are another no-no. | don't see many thriving in Scotland generally, and the
few that have been planted locally don't seem to be very successful, growing poorly and
attracting disease.

Isn’t she lovely ick| OGN ‘ ' | €9 3 - Big Chief

Photos by lain Silver
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Saying goodbye

to good friends

TONY BRACEGIRDLE

Rose Society member Neil Duncan
remembers the master of rose showing,

For me 2025 ended with great sadness
when we heard the news that Tony
Bracegirdle (AJB) had passed away after a
short illness. Newer members of The Rose
Society may ask, Who was Tony Bracegirdle?
Well, we all know the saying ‘Jack of all
trades, master of none’. Well, it never
applied to Tony. He was a master of all.

Tony was a 17-times RNRS National
Champion, a rose judge and public
speaker in the UK and abroad, a successful
amateur breeder, a show organiser and
committee man. He helped in pruning
workshops, he wrote about roses, had his
own website and featured in rose videos.
Quite simply, he was a master rosarian.

There was no denying his passion for
roses was inspiring. | first became aware
of Tony and his late wife Alice after a BBC
Gardeners World rose special. Tony was a
proud Lancashire man, short in stature,
big in confidence and knowledge. My wife
jokingly accused me of being his stalker
when, after months of asking, he finally let

me visit him at his Ramsbottom allotment.

He was undoubtedly a rose genius.
Mentored himself by Wilf Taylor, he had

il Duncan' |

been winning against the very best long
before | knew him, and confidently never
minded telling you he was going to win.
Tony's dedication, attention to detail and
hard work set him apart. He could do
things with a rose bloom you wouldn't
think possible and was always happy to
help newcomers and experienced
exhibitors alike. After judging, he'd

gladly explain his decisions. He also grew
everything from daffodils and
chrysanthemums to vegetables. By 2013
he'd cut back on long drives and overnight
staging, though he still popped up when
there was ‘a good cut’' from his allotment.
Breeding most recently took centre stage.
“Yellow HTs this year, Neil,” or “I've got a
cracker,” he'd say and having been breed-
ing roses since 1974 he often delivered!
Many of his varieties were named after
family or celebrities. ‘Toots' is a lovely mini
flora, though hybrid teas were always his
first love. Tony Bracegirdle will be missed
far and wide. One thing I'll always treasure
is knowing that, despite being a
competitor although of very different
character, Tony was my mate—as he was
to many.

PETER JAMES

Vice President of the Rose Society and
Rose Breeder, Chris Warner remembers
fellow breeder Peter James.

It is with great sadness | report the passing of
Peter James on Christmas Day aged 93.

A passionate amateur rose breeder, Peter is best
known for ‘Blue for You' (Pejamblu), a heavily
fragranced and striking, slate blue floribunda
rose, popular with gardeners and rose growers.
Peter was extremely proud of being an amateur
breeder, purely from a simple hobby he took

up in the garden. He was introduced to me by
another amateur rose breeder, Len Scrivens and
the three of us had many rose expeditions which
were full of laughter and fun. We visited rose
nurseries across the country to see the new
varieties and expand our knowledge and
experience. Peter was cheerful and unassuming,
but a very thoughtful rose breeder who
produced our first Persica introduction, ‘Eyes

for You' (Pejbigeye). This bloom has a larger eye
than most and is still one of the very few Persicas
with fragrance. Another significant variety of his
is ‘Art Nouveau’ (Pejamark) which goes back to
the ‘Roger Lambelin’ rose. It was the first stable
striped rose and very novel. Peter was part of the
UK Amateur Rose Breeders Association alongside
myself, Len Scrivens, Frank Cowlishaw and over
100 other members. Our group shared seedlings
to experiment with and from this work, seedlings
by Peter helped bring about the first healthy,
repeat flowering and commercially successful
hybrid persica, ‘Bright as a Button/,
(Chewsumsigns). Peter is survived by his
daughters Helen, Wendy and his son David.

¥ o
o yes for you
| )
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Celebrating 150 years of
The Rose Society UK

Writer and Vlogger, Martin Stott takes us

through the history of the RSUK

This year the Rose Society UK celebrate its
150th anniversary. It's the world's oldest
specialist plant society. But it has seen
some shaky moments. The society's roots
lie in an article written by a Nottinghamshire
vicar, Samuel Reynolds Hole, in The Florist,
fruitist and garden miscellany magazine in
April 1857 suggesting a GRAND NATIONAL
ROSE SHOW. He waited with bated breath
for a response. When none came, he wrote
to the country’s leading rosarians — Rivers,
Paul and Turner —to ask if they'd help

him. To Hole's delight, all three agreed. He
wrote later: “l remember that in the
exuberance of my joy | attempted foolishly
a perilous experiment, which quickly
ended in bloodshed - | began to whistle in
the act of shaving.”

p——

A
BOoK
about

€ RoSES

Samuel Reynolds Hole's popular “A Book About
Roses.” Photo Copyright: Martin Stott,
storytellergarden.co.uk

Standing at the entrance on the day of
the exhibition Hole was understandably
nervous.

“Would the public endorse our
experiment? Would the public appreciate
our Show? There was a deficiency of £100
in our funds for the expenses of the
exhibition were £300; and as a matter
both of feeling and finance | stood by the
entrance as the clock struck two, anxiously
to watch the issue.”

More than 2,000 “shillings” came. The
event was a success, but that high-wire
finance act was to become a recurring
motif in this story.

Launch of the National

Rose Society

By 1876, the show had become a two-day
event and standards had slipped, with
exhibitors focused on quantity over quality.
Enter another vicar. Under the auspices

of the Rev Henry Honeywood D'Ombrain
(1818-1905), the National Rose Society was
established, taking over the running of the
National Rose Show.

The first meeting of the Society took place
“on a murky December day in 1876". Hole,

by now Dean of Rochester, was there and

agreed to become its founder President.

The first show they organised was a
financial disaster. The prize-winners had to
consent to take a portion of their money,
and to wait for the balance later. With the
chief prize in the Amateur Division being

a 50-guinea cup (worth about £5,000 in
today’s money), it is perhaps not surprising
they found themselves in debt.

For many years the roses were shown in rigid
boxes “tightly upheld by wires or other supports
and staged in serried lines”. Pictures from “Roses
for English Gardens” by Gertrude Jekyll, 1902.
Copyright: Martin Stott, storyteller garden.co.uk

Exhibits at a modern UK Rose Society show.
Copyright: Martin Stott, storyteller garden.co.uk

Innovations followed, like regional shows
and separation of competitors so amateurs
growing a few roses weren't pitted against
landowners growing thousands. The Society
became more focused on using the shows
to inspire people to grow roses and not
just compete with them.

In 1907 the Rose Society Annual
was launched as a small paper
cover publication (which is why
the first three editions are so
rare). The first hardback cloth
editions started from 1910.
Copyright: Martin Stott,
storyteller garden.co.uk
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Soaring membership

These innovations meant that by 1925
35,000 visitors attended the London show
(about the same as attend the Chelsea
Flower Show in a day). In 1963 the

Royal National Rose Society Trial grounds
opened in St. Albans. In 1965 the
organisation became the Royal National
Rose Society, with the Queen Mother as its
patron. At that point the society had nearly
105,000 members. It peaked with 118,450
in 1968 when membership fees were
doubled - from 10s6d to £1. That decision
cost the society 15,000 members in one
year. It was downhill from there.

By the early 2000s the garden at St
Albans had become rather antiquated and
neglected. After a fundraising effort it was
closed to the public in 2005, razed and
completely redesigned. It was reopened

in 2007 with a more contemporary design
featuring 20,000 rose bushes with mixed
companion planting. The garden was
beautiful, but insufficient attention was
paid to keeping costs down, understanding
pension liabilities and in engaging
effectively with members.

Bust

In May 2017 the Royal National Rose Society
was declared insolvent. Bailiffs moved in
and the garden was permanently

closed. That the society found a new life,
was largely down to the efforts of three
people — Ray and Pauline Martin and John
Anthony. The organisation was resurrected
just a few days after its downfall as the
“Rose Society UK".

It's unlikely to ever see 100,000 member
subscriptions again, but it has re-rooted,
and, thanks to the good guidance of a

small number of enthusiasts, is growing

healthily. Happy 150th birthday! .
10
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Hever Castle Garden Roses

Rose Society member, Gillian Taylor explores the roses
of the 14th century medieval defensive castle.

A visit to Hever Castle Gardens had been
on my wish list for some time as the
thought of seeing nearly 5000 roses in full
bloom was irresistible. Dating back to the
14th century, it is famous as the childhood
home of Anne Boleyn and the history

of the site plays an important role in the
gardens.

Lord Astor purchased Hever Castle in
1903 and in the 1920s created the first
Rose Garden in an area which had been
old glasshouses. The support pillars for
these remain today and give an
atmospheric feel. Close to the moated
Castle are the Tudor Gardens, a series of
small sheltered spaces simply planted.
Rosa ‘Ballerina’ creates an impressive
display in the Fountain Garden in both
shrub and standard form. Her gentle white

centred pink blooms complemented
perfectly by an underplanting of lavender.

Exploring further | entered the Italian
Garden, probably the most impressive
section of the gardens. Frank Pearson
designed this for Lord Astor to display his
large collection of Italian sculptures.
Construction started in 1904 and was
completed in 1907.

Rosa ‘Kew Rambler’ was in full bloom
here, beautifully trained and alive with
pollinators. A hybrid of Rosa soulieana her
glaucous foliage contrasted well against
the stonework and the blooms filled the
air with a rich scent. Bred in 1913 by Kew
she is still a great performer and although
at Hever she grows in full sun, she is shade
tolerant and can cope

with poorer soils. Later season interest and
colour are provided by orange hips in the
autumn.

The walled Rose Garden is a feast for the
senses, a true immersive experience.

The outer beds containing Rosa ‘Iceberg’
provide a cool framework to the exotic
coloured central areas. To provide vertical
interest there are numerous pillar trained
roses such as Rosa ‘American Pillar’

| was delighted to see some 20th century
cultivars being used, a rare sight in many
public gardens today. The garden team
are certainly not reticent in the use of
colour and | overheard many positive
comments from visitors about the
kaleidoscopic effect. The roses are planted
in blocks ranging from golden yellow, to
orange, to deep crimson and pale pink.
Thanks to the regular deadheading by
staff and volunteers the display is
maintained throughout the summer
months.

Rosa ‘Nostalgia’ (Tantau 1995) was quite a
talking point with the public; she appears
to be a ‘Marmite’ cultivar! The consensus
was that they enjoyed seeing her here
but maybe not in their gardens at home.

WINTER 2026

She is however a robust proven garden
performer, excellent for cut flowers and
fragrant so does have a lot to recommend
her.

A standout section was that of Rosa ‘Super
Trouper' (Fryer 2009) which won Novelty
Rose of the Year in 2010. The stunning
orange blend flowers are produced over a
long season displaying vibrancy and
vigour. One of my personal favourites, the
yellow Floribunda Rosa 'Absolutely
Fabulous' (Carruth 2004) was in great
shape. A deserved winner of Rose of the
Year (ROTY) in 2010, she is a reliable and
generous rose with excellent disease
resistance.




| decided to join a guided tour given by
Neal England, one of the team, so | could
learn about the management of the
plants. He explained that if the roses
become tired after a time, the beds are
dug out to depth of 3-4ft and all the soil

is removed. This is then replaced by a
‘lasagne’ of new media comprising four
layers of alternating manure and

compost, starting with manure at the base
of the bed. The second layer of compost is
considered essential to help the new roots
establish and has been a technique used
here with great success. The importance
of deadheading correctly was emphasised.
At Hever, the flower and four nodes of
stem are removed in all cases.

In November, the plants are cut down by
a third to reduce the risk of wind rock and
in March they receive their second harder
prune. The Hybrid Teas are cut to 3 buds
from the ground, the Floribundas to 5-7
buds from the ground. The two ‘C's and
three ' D ‘s i.e. crossing, congested, dead,
diseased and damaged are all removed at
ground level.

Rosa L-6vestruck
e
R e

Neal pointed out Rosa ‘Timeless Purple’
(Noack 2018) a classic Hybrid Tea with an
incredible perfume. The ‘Timeless' series
were bred for colour, perfume and health,
all of which was evident on my visit. The
full blooms also attracts pollinators as
shown. After the March prune a

granular feed is given, usually the slow
release ‘Osmocote’. This provides high
potash for better flowering, trace elements
such as magnesium, plus nitrogen for
leaf growth. This is then followed by a top
dressing with a soil conditioner.

If blackspot or mildew are seen the

team is currently trialling a commercial
organosulphur product called ‘Nimrod'.
This is a systemic fungicide approved for
professional use and is described as being
curative and protective. The success of
their care was clearly demonstrated by the
superb health and flowering of these
roses, a fact commented on by many
visitors that day.

The grand finale of the afternoon was
provided by the two beds filled with Rosa
‘Lovestruck’ (Dickson 2017) which won

o Ee

ROTY in 2018. The fabulous, fully double,
plum red flowers set off the Half Moon
Pond area and provided a reminder of why
the rose is certainly ‘the queen of flowers.’
www.hevercastle.co.uk

Photos by Gillian Taylor

.

Hybrid Musk
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Pococks Roses

The Rose Society’s Derek Lawrence

interviews Specialist Rose Grower,

Stewart Pocock.

Satnavs have a habit of taking you to
unexpected places. A few summers ago

| was heading towards a visit to Hillier
Gardens. Driving through the Hampshire
countryside, | suddenly stumbled upon a
signpost which indicated the direction of
Pococks Rose Nursery. | remmembered their
impressive stands at past flower shows
and was compelled to ignore my satnav
and take a detour. In hindsight, this was
a very wise decision and quite frankly, I've
never regretted it.

On arrival, it struck me that | have travelled
back in the passages of time. It had a
certain antiquated charm with its
poly-type greenhouses, rustic shop outlet
and trestles bedecked in masses of
colourful and fragrant potted rose bushes.
As | strolled around the nursery, it soon

\,

- o

became apparent that although it had a
certain old worthiness, it was very
proactive in addressing the requirements
of the 2Ist Century gardener; with disease
resistant varieties, fully comprehensive
sections for various type cultivars and
waist-height benches for easy customer
access. A great solution when wishing to
stoop downwards to discover the
fragrance of any rose that commands your
immediate attention. This is especially
relevant to anyone who uses a wheelchair
or mobility scooter. Since my initial visit,

| have returned to the site on a number
of occasions. | always return home laden
with roses, which are quite simply, hard to
resist.

: g ! Kew Rambler __

Last summer, | had the privilege to meet
up with the owner Stewart Pocock who
graciously agreed to be interviewed as |
toured the nursery. | was to discover that
Stewart first developed an interest for the
genus rosa at the tender age of 11, where
he ordered some roses from Andersons
of Aberdeen. His father was a farmer and
there was plenty of land to accommodate
plants and to immerse himself into the
sheer pleasures of gardening. His
unbridled enthusiasm gained momentum
to such an extent, that Stewart

Pocock eventually became an apprentice
at Hillier's nursery. During his term at the
company, he was taught how to graft
shrubs using the budding technique,
which is generally used for the propaga-
tion of roses.

Royal Perfuma

He recalled: “It was extreme back-breaking
work budding the roses, but my efforts
proved fruitful because the following
summer | was overwhelmed by the
spectacular sight of the masses of brightly
coloured blooms in the fields,” he gave a
wry smile. “In many respects this was my
baptism of fire and from that moment,
my sheer passion begun.”

WINTER 2026

In 1984, he obtained nearby land and
commenced the process of planting

over 20,000 bushes during weekends
and evenings, with help from friends and
relatives. Often he remained on site until
late at night and planted the roses by the
lighting provided by his car's headlights.
His dedication paid dividends and the
following year he left Hillier's employment
and opened up his own nursery to the
general public. Over the last 40 years, the
business has grown and gained much
respect by generations of gardeners’ and
like-minded rosarians.

Like all businesses, Pococks have
encountered challenges during their
existence. Just after the turn of the
millennium, the owner of the production
fields decided to sell the land to a housing
estate developer. “We had to quickly find
new land, but there wasn't nothing
suitable in the surrounding area,” he
explained. “After an extensive search

we found an ideal site at Mitchell near
Newquay, Cornwall. Many people were
cynical because they said that roses don't
grow well in Cornwall because the air is
too clean! Yet prior to this occurrence,
most of our loyal customers resided in
this fine county”. The Cornish Rose Farm

opened in 2005 to become the sister
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nursery and became a highly successful
resource for stock. Every year, the farm
produces in excess of 60,000 rose pants
in a range of over 450 varieties. The soil is
very fertile and retains moisture. However,
recent inclement weather has been
detrimental to this condition. Stewart
Pocock harked back to one of the darkest
of moments of the nursey’s history: “Due
to the horrendous wet weather of 2023,
the fields became extensively flooded.
We lost 85% of our crop, which was rather
demoralising and meant we had to buy in
more stock from other growers.” Giving a
reassuring grin he advised me that: “The
team in Cornwall are younger and are
physically able to undertake the physical
work required. We consider ourselves very
lucky as when you look at other nurseries
there is no younger generation taking
over, so all the old skills and knowledge
are being lost”. Interestingly, he went
onto explain that the bare root season is
increasingly becoming shorter. Due to
global warming, the season runs from the
beginning of November until the end of
February. If the rose bushes were planted
later, the roots would be too cold to
withstand the prevailing warmer condi-
tions of early March and would fail.

Qver recent years, | have developed an
active interest in miniatures and this is
due to Pococks incredible selection of
stock. Many of these cultivars were the
creation of the late Ralph Moore of California
in the 1960's and 1970's, which has fired my
imagination. Standing beside the impressive
collection, Stewart fondly remembered
how it all began. “Tony Whatley had an
extensive collection of miniatures at his
nursey in Wiltshire. When he retired about
eight years ago, he approached me about
taking on the collection to prevent many
of these fabulous varieties becoming
extinct. How could | refuse such an offer?
Some of the cultivars go back to the 1940’s
and 1950's in 30 different varieties.
Interestingly, Tony grew all the plants via
taking cuttings, but we felt it would be
more preferable to propagate them by
grafting onto rootstocks to allow the
bushes to grow and perform better. Over
recent years, we bud them and
subsequently sell them in their respective
pots. It's been a very successful enterprise,
but | wish that the public would grow
more of them. We tend to mix them up
with patio types on our nursery benches to
promote their virtues to their best effect.” |
wholeheartedly agree, British gardens

have a tendency of becoming smaller.
There is room for these compact
beauties, which can brighten up any
garden or patio. | also like the mobility of
freely moving the pots around to show
them off at the height of flowering period.
Glancing around | observed the dainty
well-formed blooms of such varieties as
‘Gypsy Jewell', ‘Born Free' and ‘Bambino’.

Gypsy Jewel

So what guidance would Stewart Pocock
give to novice growers? “Give them plenty
of water during dry spells,” he suggest-
ed. “Mulch the bushes as soon as you've
pruned them and feed well.” | was very
pleased to see that Pococks use Uncle

Tom's tonic as part of their feeding regime.

The Rose Society UK sells this wonderful
product on their website.

| enquired what Pococks best sellers are?
“Hybrid Teas” he replied, with a twinkle

in his eyes. “The public refer to them as
old-fashioned roses because they recall
them growing in their grandparents
garden during their childhood days. The
demand is gradually increasing. HT's are
free flowering and generally good value
for money. Cut flower growers adore their
stately blooms and deep fragrances.

WINTER 2026

Sheila’s Perfume




THE ROSE SOCIETY UK

‘The Wainwright Rose' is very popular.
Also the floribunda ‘Irish Hope', bred by
Harkness which give impressive sprays
which flower farms love to cultivate.” As
we strolled around the nursery, | stumbled
across such divine varieties as ‘Royal
Parfuma’, ‘Poetry in Motion’, ‘Raspberry
Ripple’ and ‘Twilight Zone'.

So what about the future? | asked, seeking
his pearls of wisdom: “Due to apparent
climatic changes around the world, |
foresee that Persica types will gain more
popularity and grace our gardens because
evidence suggests that they tolerate dryer
conditions”, Stewart responded with his
usual enthusiastic manner. “Also | predict
that the public will increasingly cultivate
shorter growing varieties in pots. Because
garden plots are getting smaller, there
will be a resurgence in the popularity of
climbing forms. Gardeners will need to
furnish their walls and boundary fences

Peter’s Persica

with these types, which will give a sound
structure and a vertical emphasis.” Fine
examples on display were the climbing
varieties: ‘Peter's Percisa’ bred by Chris
Warner, named in honour of the late

TV presenter Peter Seabrook and

unusual and curious cultivars such as ‘The
Lakeland Rose’, ‘'Oh Wow!" and “Tangerine
Tango'.

To my mind, Pococks Roses will remain a
very special place that contains a fine
jewel box of rosy treasures. It isn't the
biggest rose nursery in the United
Kingdom, but in my opinion it offers
exceptional service, excellent quality
plants but above all, it has a genuine heart
which is reassuringly tangible in an
ever-changing and challenging world.

Photos by Derek Lawrence
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Shows News 2026

By The Rose Society’s Head of PR and

Shows, Pauline Martin

| hope those of you who are planning to
show at the National Spring show have
your roses well tucked up in a tunnel or
greenhouse so that they will flower in time
for the May show. The show is a week later
this year, so some of you in milder areas

may even have a rose or two in the garden.

There will be a couple of extra classes for
local people who want to take part in the
show

Those of you who hope to show some
roses in the other national shows | expect
you are thinking about pruning and even
maybe adding to your collection. Don't
forget every rose is a show rose. There are

classes for everyone in our shows, even
the most fragrant rose. Come and join us!
We are a friendly bunch and will help you
if you turn up with roses or even one rose.
The schedules will be available very soon
on the Rose Society website. Hard copies
are usually available at our AGM 26th April
2026. All members welcome

If you'd like to become a National Rose
Society accredited judge, please get in
touch pauline@therosesociety.org.uk. | am
hoping that we can hold the written and
practical assessments at our late summer
show, or at a show to suit you.

Photos by Pauline Martin and Derek Lawrence
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Newby Halll Autumn 2025

NATIONAL SHOWS

National Spring Show Planters Pacific Garden
Centre, Chester Road, Sutton Coldfield, WS9 OPH.
May 16th and 17th. Staging will be Friday 15th
evening and Saturday 16th morning. More details
in the schedule.

National Summer Show Squires Garden Centre
Shepperton, Sunbury on Thames, TW16 6DN. 27th
and 28th June. Staging from Friday evening all
night through to Saturday morning. Judging at
8.30am.

National Late Summer Show & Judging School.
Whitacre & Shustoke Horticultural Show, Blythe
Hall Estate, Shustoke. Sat 25th July. Staging is likely
to be Friday evening and early Saturday - details to
be confirmed.

National Autumn Show at Newby Hall as part of
the Harrogate Autumn Show at Newby Hal, Ripon,
North Yorks, HG4 5AE. 18th-20th September 2026.
Staging will be from Thursday 17th evening to
Friday 18th at 8am.

PROVINCIAL SHOWS

Windsor Rose Show
The York Club, Windsor Great Park. Sat 6th June

Rhondda Rose Show
Ynyswen Miners Welfare Hall, CF42 6EB. Sat 20th June

Norfolk & Norwich Flower Show
Royal Norfolk Showground. 24 June & 25 June

Ryedale Rose Festival
R\V.Roger, Pickering. 4th - 5th July

Royal Welsh Show
Llanelwedd, Builth Wells. 20th - 23rd July

Taunton Flower Show
Vivary Park, Taunton. 7th & 8th August

Southport Flower Show
Victoria Park, Southport, PR8 1RX. 20th - 23rd August

Malvern Autumn Show
Three Counties Showground, Malvern.
25th - 28th September

WINTER 2026
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Verschuren Roses

Jacques Verschuren shares his family’s new book and website,
celebrating 150 years of Verschuren Heritage Roses.

In 2025, the Verschuren family, rose
growers from Haps, the Netherlands,
celebrated the 150th anniversary of their
business. To mark the occasion, the
anniversary book “A Family History in
Roses” was published, and 2,300
Verschuren Heritage roses were planted at
the site where the business began in 1875.

H.A. (Hens) Verschuren came to Haps in
1867 as a headmaster and started a small
rose nursery next to his home in 1875. He
documented his knowledge in the book
‘De Roos' (‘The Rose’, 1888). The following
year he introduced the first Dutch rose,
‘Generaal van Bothnia-Andreae’, a
milestone that formed the foundation of
Dutch rose cultivation. His descendants
expanded this into an impressive oeuvre
of over 220 new varieties. This made Haps
internationally known as a centre for rose
breeding.

After Hens's death in 1918, his children
continued the work. By 1925, the five

Verschuren nurseries together produced [ 1875- 2025
more than one million roses annually. The U
family maintained contacts worldwide,
including with Blaby Rose Gardens,
Gandys Roses, Walter Blom, David Austin
Roses, and in the United States with
Jackson & Perkins. These collaborations
resulted in well-known varieties such as
‘Golden Scepter’ and ‘White Swan'.

Rosegrowers
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A family history in roses
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In the second half of the 20th century,
the Haps growers introduced

innovative concepts such as contract
growing, trademark registration, and
plant breeders' rights. Sustainability also
became increasingly important, with,
among other things, the introduction
of organic roses.

Verschuren roses found their way into
gardens and rosaries worldwide. The
tradition is now continued by the fifth
generation. The designation of
‘Purveyor to the Royal Household’ (1925)
was supplemented in 1975 with the
designation of ‘by Royal Warrant'. The
Verschuren Rose Growers Heritage
Foundation preserves this rich history
in the Hapse Rose House, and the
heritage roses are collected in the
museum garden. The search for
missing roses continues unabated,
with recent discoveries in countries
including Hungary, Germany,
California, and Australia.

Having published a jubilee book doesn't
mean that there are no new interesting
discoveries: the blog on the foundation’s
website deals with the latest news on
the Verschuren rose growing legacy. To
find out more visit https://erfgoedver-
schurenrozenkwekers.nl/en/home-en/
or contact Jacques Verschuren,
Chairman Verschuren Rosegrowers
Heritage Foundation
info@erfgoedverschurenrozenkwekers.nl

WINTER 2026
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How to prune roses

Gloves on, secateurs out, it’s time to prune.

Although you may give your roses a
cosmetic prune in the Autumn, for most
types of roses, it's late winter/early spring
when you should carry out the main
pruning. (There are exceptions, particularly
with repeat-flowering ramblers and old
garden roses.)

What you'll need

A thick pair of gardening or safety gloves.
Gauntlets or Kevlar sleeves will also offer
protection for your arms when tackling
larger roses. Wearing a long sleeve shirt or
jacket is also advisable.

Why do we prune roses?

To stimulate new growth

To keep the bush a certain size and shape
To promote more flowering

To allow free airflow through the stems
To get rid of suckers

To get rid of dead wood

To prevent wind rock

Where to begin?

First establish what kind of rose(s) you
have. A floribunda or hybrid tea rose can
generally be pruned back quite hard,
whereas a shrub rose, a small patio type
or a ground cover rose, may require only
a light prune and tidy up. Climbing roses,
will also require some tying in of stems,
to train the rose where you'd like it to go.
With a rambler, you're mainly just going
to prune to keep the stems within the
desired area. With modern garden roses,
don't over do it, it may not be necessary
to drastically hard prune. If you have older
rose varieties, usually only once flowering,
you will need more specific advice. Head
to the resources section below.

A pruned rose by Bob Jenkins

Unhealthy or dead canes are brown or
grey in the middle and can be cut out. For
canes with partial ‘dieback’, keep cutting
until you find a section of healthy stem.
Healthy canes are green around the inside
edge, and lighter green or even white in
the middle.

Some roses will have completely lost

their leaves, some will still be covered in
greenery and may even show signs of new
growth already. It is still OK to prune both

types.

The cut

- Make each cut about 1/4” (6mm) above a
healthy bud to avoid dieback and disease

- The cut should slope downwards away
from the bud, so that water does not
collect in the stem union

- Where possible, try to prune to a bud that
faces outward from the centre of the
bush, but this is always dependent upon
the type of rose being pruned.

One simple pruning plan -
The 3-D COW!

The three D’s

First remove the Damaged, Diseased and
Dead stems and plant material

The COW
Then remove the Crossed stems, Old
stems and Weak stems

Once you have removed the 3-D COW
elements, you can reduce the bush down
to the shape and size you require.

Angle
g

Too Steep
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Disposal of rose material
Because roses can carry various pests,
diseases and viruses, it's best to gather up
the old stems and leaves and dispose of
them on the bonfire pile, rather than the
compost heap. Alternatively, throw them
in your local authority green waste or even
the rubbish bin.

After pruning

After your spring pruning, mulching the
roses around the base will get them off
to a good start again. Options include
well-rotted animal manure, well-rotted

garden compost or leaf mould.

Resources

The second edition of ‘All About Roses/,
the Rose Society UK’'s guide is out now,
available to buy via the online shop. You
can also ask questions and pick up tips
via the RSUK Facebook group. Visit:
www.therosesociety.org.uk

UK Rose Nurseries such as RV Roger, Peter
Beales Roses and David Austin Roses have
free online pruning advice. They also offer
talks and workshops on pruning the
various types of rose.

Joining the Rose Society UK's Facebook
page. Ask a question and our members
will be pleased to share their pruning tips
and advice: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/rosesocietyuk/

Photos by: Bob Jenkins, Shrinking Violet,
Ray Martin, Rose Society
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Winter

Webinars
2026

Friday 13th February:
Celebrating the 100th anniversary
of David Austin’s birth

Guests include David Austin’s former Head
Rosarian, Michael Marriott, his successor,
Liam Beddall, and Austin’s long-time friend,
writer Charles Quest-Ritson.

Tuesday 3rd March:
Growing and showing roses
- the tears and the joy

Guests include Britain's champion rose shower
- star of Gardeners’ World — Neil Duncan, as
well as Ray and Pauline Martin.

Tuesday 17th March:
The world of rose books

Guests include Dr Elizabeth Perks from the
Rosarian Library, writer Jennifer Potter, author
of arguably the best history of the rose written,
and Charles Quest-Ritson, who with his wife,
Brigid, wrote the RHS Encyclopaedia of Roses,
featuring around 2,000 roses.

www.therosesociety.org.uk
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:‘\'_. Winter Webinar
series host
Martin Stott

Martin is the author of the
Storyteller Garden history blog
and co-editor of the
international heritage rose
magazine, By Any Other Name.

www.storytellergarden.co.uk

Find out more

Society members can sign up

to attend the webinars for free.
Non-members: £5 d webinar

available to purchase via the
Rose Society shop online.

If you missed this year’s live
winter webinars you can
watch the recordings on the
members’ area of our website.

www.therosesociety.org.uk
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New rose releases

Frosty Mornings

Scented™ range ‘Frosty Mornings' is a
fragrant, near pure white, repeat flowering,
rambling rose from Italy. If you like
Rambling Rector but want more blooms
throughout the year, this is the perfect
choice! With outstanding health, freedom
of flower, a sweet fragrance and very good
continuity. It has remained healthy in our
UK trials and is a winner of the prestigious
ADR Award in Europe. Fabulous on walls,
pergolas or free-standing in a large border,
climbing up to 12ft. Creator Davide dalla
Libera is a young, up and coming rose
breeder from Italy. Rose code: Dalmozansco
Available to buy: Pococks ‘Garden Roses’

Frosty Mornings

Looking Up

This peachy pink rose won Chris Warner
the ‘Best Climber Award' at the Rochford
International Rose Trial 2022. It's a
bright-eyed Persica, and will be covered
in blooms throughout the summer and
into autumn. This is a climber of restrained
growth, great health and an excellent
garden performer. Looks good on a frame
in a pot or climbing a trellis by the door.
Rose code: Chewpopeye

Available to buy: Henry Street Nursery,
Pococks ‘Garden Roses'.

N
Ldoking®Up

Honey, Bee Mine

‘Honey, Bee Mine' is a healthy, disease
resistance floribunda rose, which is very
attractive to bees and butterflies. It grows
to a height of 90cm with a width of 80
cm. It won a Gold Medal at the Rochford
International Trials in 2025. Interestingly,
the launch of this new cultivar, marked the
retirement of the renowned breeder Colin
Dickson. Rose code: Dicsolar

Available to buy: Pococks Roses and
Rumwood Nurseries

Photos by Dickson Roses and Warners Roses

RHS PERSICA TRIAL

Now in its second year, The Persica Rose
Trial will be getting established at RHS
Wisely in Surrey. The RHS says, ‘The
purpose of the trial is to assess new and
established Rosa persica hybrids’. The
varieties in the trial will be judged against
a set of criteria including general impression
of the plant, its foliage, vigour and novelty,
flower colour and volume of flower,
disease resistance and fragrance.

Perisca rose varieties by breeders from all
over the world are in the trial, as are older
varieties like Bright as a Button by Chris
Warner to new varieties like ‘See you in
Apricot’ by Kordes and ‘Orienta Farina’ by
Tantau.

The trial concludes in 2028 so you have
plenty of time to book a visit and decide
for yourself. Visit the RHS website for more
info: www.rhs.org.uk

Photos by Kordes Roses, Warners Roses,
RHS/Rosalyn Marshall
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The Society is grateful for the
continued support of all
Our Sponsors

S Ql ' I R E S International Rose Specialists

GARDEN CENTRES

BLUE DIAMOND

%}ery@ag & The Nutrient Company

Al

GREENACRES

EI.C0® Uncle Tom’s

Rose Tonic
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Connect with us
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President - Mr Colin Squire OBE DHM
Vice President - Mr Chris Warner DHM

Management Committee

Chair John Anthony DHM E: info@therosesociety.org.uk
Vice Chair lain Silver E:iain@therosesociety.org.uk
Secretary Ray Martin E: info@therosesociety.org.uk
Treasurer Matt Pitt E: treasurer@therosesociety.org.uk
Patron Mr Adam Frost

General Committee

Membership Liam Beddall E: members@therosesociety.org.uk
PR & Shows Pauline Martin E: pauline@therosesociety.org.uk
Breeders Group Daniel Myhill E: daniel@therosesociety.org.uk
Honours Derek Lawrence - Alice Button - Richard Dee

Shows Commiittee
Jim Anderson - Gareth Davies
Neil Duncan - John McCarthy

Regional Reps
Ireland David Kenny
Wales Gareth Davies
Scotland lain Silver

Researcher
Brian Schofield E: brian@therosesociety.org.uk

Postal Address

Please direct all mail to;

The Secretary - The Rose Society UK
66 Langer Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk
IPT1 2HS n www.facebook.com/TheRoseSociety UK

fr'_jj www.instagram.com/the_rose_society_uk

www.therosesociety.org.uk

SECOND PRIZE
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‘Basket of Roses' by Derek Lawrence




Head to the Rose Society Shop for
useful products, apparel
and publications.

Uncle Tom's™

www.therosesociety.org.uk/shop2
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