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From the
Secretary

Welcome to this ‘Spring round-up’ edition of the Rose
Society UK newsletter. Yes, it is a little late, but we must realise
that everything that happens in our Society, happens due to

a small but dedicated group of volunteers. No one gets any
payment for their efforts, rarely any thanks, and certainly
never deserve any criticism.

We were happy to see our members at the AGM in April. The
decision to have an in-person AGM or an on-line one is always
debateable; in the past (certainly during the COVID lock-down)
we more attendees, but nothing is nicer than meeting fellow
members face-to-face and talking roses for a couple of hours.
It also gives us the chance to present the Society annual
awards. Speaking of which, a belated congratulations to this
year's recipients, for 2026, here is the Honours Committee slate
of honourees, presented at the AGM by Vice President Chris
Warner.

The Dean Hole Medal recipient for 2026 is Colin Dickson but
as he was unable to attend the AGM, he will be presented
with his medal at the City of Belfast International Rose Trials
in Belfast in July.

Silver Tudor Rose Awards were awarded at the AGM to Liam
Beddall, who has been our Membership Secretary for many
years now; Mark Nash, who is our Shop Manager and is
responsible for stock control of all our shop inventory and
sends out badges, books, ‘beany hats’ and a myriad of other
Rose Society Essentials that are stored in his spare room! Both
Mark and Liam were at the AGM to receive their awards.
There will be another Silver Tudor Rose Award announced
and presented at the Summer Show in Shepperton.

Lifetime Achievement Award Derek announced the recipient
for 2026 would be Keith and Rachael Jones. By now, everyone
will know that Keith and Rachael will be closing C&K Jones
and moving towards a very well-deserved retirement in the
next 12 months and The Society felt that the service that these
two wonderful people have given The Rose and the
rose-buying public has been exemplary. The rose trade will

be much poorer going forward when we will not be able to
recommmend that rose growers get their roses and rose advice
from this ‘power couple. Thanks to them also for their
encouragement and support of The Rose Society UK, we

wish them health and happiness in their future endeavours.
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The amateur rose show season is in full swing. Our first show was held with the
support and co-operation of Gerald Ingram and his staff at Planters Pacific Garden
Centre in Aldridge in the West Midlands. We plan to share the results of all shows in
2026 in order to give our exhibitors credit for the time and effort that they put in to
promote roses and rose growing to the public. Exhibiting roses is not a hobby that
makes anyone rich! Part of the Society’s remit is to encourage rose growing and
having our roses in a ‘shop window' for the public to see is a perfect way to achieve
this. The exhibitors who brought roses to our Spring show at Planters managed to
put on a fine display in what has been another testing season.

Sissinghurst Tour
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tHever CastleRosé Garden:, - 1 éardens by\D Lavvrence*

The Society is committed to providing entertaining events that our members can
attend. I'm repeating myself but as an internet based society, it is still a wonderful
thing to meet up with fellow rosarians and share rose experiences. For five years we
have been organising our ‘Rose Weekender' events. They have all been well attended
and, from reports, everyone has enjoyed them. Your views and suggestions for future
events are as always, very welcome.

I hope you all have a spectacular rose-filled summer.

Photos Pg 2: 1. Neil Duncan, Silver Medal Best in Show 2026. 2. Ray and Pauline Silver Medal best in show.
3. Mark Nash Silver Award for service. 4. Liam Bedall Silver Award

Hever Castle By D Lawrence
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Treasurer’s Report
By Matthew Pitt

Dear Member,

Following our successful AGM, | wanted to share a brief update on the Society’s financial
position and future direction. For the year ending March 2026, we have continued our
positive long-term trajectory. Total income reached £26,562 (2025:£25,086), with a net
surplus of £4,863 (2025: £5,894). The slight reduction in surplus is largely due to costs from
the 2025 year-end falling into the current financial year. Overall, this reflects a continued
trend of growing revenues and strong profit retention. Financially, the Society remains
robust and sustainable. When benchmarked against similar specialist societies, we are
outperforming the wider trend, continuing to grow while maintaining a strong and stable
financial position year after year.

The Executive Committee is also taking steps to future proof the Society. This includes
digitising key documents and investing in a society computer to support a cloud based
database. We have other improvements in the pipeline to continue to improve both
efficiency and accessibility. | would encourage all members to attend the AGM. Unlike
many other AGMs |'ve attended, it is not adversarial or political; rather, it is an opportunity
to catch up with both old and new, exchange ideas, and contribute to the Society’s
ongoing development.

The Society is at an inflection point. Historically, organisations like ours focused primarily
on providing information in a pre-internet age. Today, our role is broader; centred on
community, shared purpose, and bringing together people with common interests. A key
strength of The Society is its accessibility: you do not need to grow a large number of roses
to be a member, and rose growing at a basic level is both straightforward and not overly
time consuming. This makes it well suited to modern, time-conscious lifestyles. More
broadly, anyone with an interest in gardening is likely to benefit from membership. We
are therefore well positioned to continue expanding our membership base.

We also recognise that time constraints are a challenge for many volunteers. As such, we
are committed to making participation easier by leveraging technology and streamlining
processes wherever possible. Thanks to our strong financial footing, we can invest in
these improvements in a sustainable and cost-conscious way.

Growing membership remains a key priority, enabling us to reach more people and
strengthen the Society further. There are many benefits to continuing your membership
including pruning days, weekenders, shows, winter webinars, and opportunities to
purchase off-sale roses from time to time, among others. It is a privilege to have been
re-elected as your Treasurer. If you have any ideas or suggestions, | would be very pleased
to hear from you.

Matthew Pitt Treasurer M: 07522 163368
E:treasurer@therosesociety.org.uk
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The Enternal Emblem
of Love & Courage

By the Rose Society UK’s Derek Lawrence.

Velvet Fragrance.
Image by David Austin

For many centuries, the red rose has been considered as a symbol of love and romance.
Every St. Valentine's day, millions of people around the globe send a bouguet of red roses
to their partner, to demonstrate their deep affection and devotion. This heart-warming
tradition would never had been created without the mystery and legend of this evocative
flower, which over the passages of time, has created further intrigue and enchantment.

The red rose has a fascinating history that dates back thousands of years. It is believed to
have originated from ancient Persia and later cultivated in China around 5,000 years ago.
From then onwards, the cultivars spread around Europe and eventually around the world.

According to Greek mythology, Aphrodite the goddess of love's tears and her partner
Adnois blood watered the ground where he fell to his death. From that spot, red roses
grew. In religion, red rose has multiple meanings. By the 12th Century, the red rose came
to represent the blood of Christ and the sacrifices of martytdom. It is often associated

with the Virgin Mary, who is sometimes called the “rose without thorn” because she was
immaculately conceived. On a spiritual level, the red rose symbolizes passion and sacrifice.

Roses were popular throughout the Roman period. They were used for medicinal
purposes, perfumes and confetti. When couples married, they would wear rose crowns
and their beds would be covered in rose petals. The phrase ‘sub rosa’ or ‘under the rose’
meant confidentially. As a result, Roman ceilings were often adorned, painted or engraved
with roses to encourage the guests to keep whatever was uttered beneath as secret and
confidential. In most cases, the red rose was the prominent colour.

Throughout history, the red rose has not only become a symbol of love, but also defines
bravery and courage. The Tudor rose was adopted by Henry VI, as England’s of peace

at the end of the War of the Roses; the civil wars between the royal house of Lancashire
and the house of York. The emblem of the rose was further developed by incorporating
carvings in the ornate ceilings of churches, cathedrals and political chambers. Most of the
historical buildings in Great Britain which depict such rose carvings, illustrate the Tudor
rose, which was adopted to represent the union of the house of York (represented by a
white rose) and the house of Lancaster (represented by a red rose)
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g Thinking GhYo.
Thomas A Becket. Ingrid Bergman by author il by,David Austin
Image by David Austin

During the 17th and 18th Centuries, crowds tossed red roses to the soldiers to honour their
bravery and resistance in battle and they are even used in certain military customs today.
This lovely gesture simply perpetuates and chronicles the ongoing sacred meaning of the
red rose.

It was the Victorians who created a fashion of gifting bouquets as an expression of love,
with the red rose being the ultimate symbol of love and beauty. The deeper the colour of
the rose, the stronger was the affection. Lovers would use floriography, or ‘the language
of flowers', to send covert message to each other via posies known as tussie-mussies or
nosegays. In many respects, the red rose was being used like an encrypted code, which
concealed the inner passion of the message that was being sent.

Throughout the 20th Century the rose red continued to maintain its significance, especially
during wartime. Soldiers would send postcards adorned with red roses to their loved ones
back home. It came a symbol of their devoted affections, despite the distance and turmoil
of wars.

There has always been a certain amount of speculation which English monarchs continued
to be firmly associated with the House of Lancaster. The late Queen Elizabeth Il was the
Duke of Lancaster and patron of the Lancaster of the County Cricket Club. History records
that Elizabeth |, used the red rose as her emblem and as a gesture, presented a coat of
arms, which prominently featured the flower, to the Rugby school. England’s national
rugby team is not the organisation to have adopted the emblem. In modern times, the
rose red as become a motif for the British Royal family. In 1986 the Labour Party embraced
it to replace the traditional red flag symbol. Whatever your political beliefs, you must
admit that it was a very wise move! Interestingly, Manchester City Football Club featured
the red rose on their club badge from 1972 to 1997 and again in 2015.



According to 21st Century florists there are many hidden meanings to
discover in the shades of blooms being presented. In the case of the
rose, a deep-toned red rose is thought to show that you are ready for
a stronger bond, such as a serious commitment. While lighter shades
indicate a slightly more carefree relationship. Bearing this in mind, it
might be prudent to choose your shades before the florists assembles
the bouquet and create their magic! It is believed that red roses have
aphrodisiac properties and sometimes given as a symbol of lust.

One of the most famous and enduring red roses to hit the British
market was the variety named Ena Harkness. It was developed by
amateur hybridist Albert Norman before 1940, and introduced by
Harkness Roses of Hitchin in 1946. It proved to be very popular and was
awarded the Royal National Rose Society's Gold Medal in 1945 and the
Portland Gold Medal in 1955. It has deservingly become a classic.

When | was an apprentice gardener way back in the late 1970's, one of
the first roses that | grew with the cherry-red Hybrid Tea named Alec's
Red. It was bred in 1970 by Alexander M. Cocker in Scotland. It was to

prove the first commercial success for this famous Scottish breeder. It
produces masses of large, fragrant blooms and rain-resistant vigorous
foliage. It is a great companion in any border and good for cutting and
arranging. It was bestowed the RNRS President’s International Trophy
in 1970, Edland Fragrance Award in 1969 and Belfast Fragrance Prize in
1972. It still remains a popular contender in the 21st Century.

So what are the best red roses to grow which have
proved the test of time?

- Deep Secret (Tantau 1977)
Fryer 2000)
Austin 2013)

- Rosa ‘Velvet Fragrance  (Fryer 1984)

- Rosa ‘Thinking of You'  (
(
(
- Rosa ‘Knockout’ (Will Radler 1989)
(
(
(

1

. Rosa ‘Thomas A Becket

- Rosa ‘James Mason Peter Beales 1982)
L. Pernille Olesen before 1981)

Cocker 1970)

- Rosa ‘Ingrid Bergman’

- Rosa ‘Alec’s Red’

SPRING 2026

Alec’s Red by author
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Desert Island Roses

SILVER JUBILEE
By Derek Lawrence

For me, the Hybrid Tea rose Silver Jubilee
remains an enduring, firm favourite. It
was through the wizardry and skill of rose
breeder, the late Alec Cocker of Scotland
that this splendid cultivar came to fruition.
It was during my youth as an apprentice
gardener, when the variety was launched
with fanfare and style, by Mr. Cocker at the
1977 RHS Chelsea Flower Show, to mark
25th Anniversary of Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth II's succession to the throne. The
moment it was launched, | simply knew
that | must grow this stunning, peachy
pink rose; with a gorgeous fragrance and
healthy, vibrant green leathery foliage.

In rose terms - I'd simply fallen in love
with this exquisite variety. | was hooked
and my sheer passion for the rose began.
Sadly, Alec Cocker never lived to see the
international acclaim that it eventually
received, because he suddenly passed
away in the November of that year. It won
the RNRS President’s International Trophy,
RHS Award of Garden Merit, James Mason
Memorial Award and countless other
accolades.

BELTING PINK
By Chris Warner

If I had to take my favourite rose, it would
probably have to be ‘Scent from Heaven'.
It's one of my own so not very modest but
it is very healthy and doesn't get yellow
foliage with black spots. It has attractively
shaped colourful flowers in apricot orange

Apart from being a robust grower, with
extremely good disease resistance; | would
take this charmer onto a desert island
because it harks back to my youthhood.
The days of Woolworths, The Bee Gees,
Starsky & Hutch and all night clubbing.
Perhaps, I'm digressing?

But nonetheless, a truly outstanding rose
that will command attention in any
garden, be it on a desert island or not.

Image by kind courtesy of David Austin
Roses.

and a significant fruity fragrance. However,
as a rose breeder | should probably choose
something more significant than simply a
favourite.

The Amateur Rose Breeders Association



(ARBA) started a species breeding
program in 1976 and one of the outcomes
of this was a seedling from Len Scrivens
that had a very involved parentage
including Rosa Bella. This seedling went
to the St Albans Rose Trials and won a Trial
Ground Certificate. It had an abundance
of bright pink single flowers. It was coded
SCRIVBELL. | told Len it did not have much
of a commercial future so it was never
introduced. Len generously distributed
the plant and one of the recipients was
Ronnie Rawlins, an amateur breeder from
the Huddersfield area.

Meanwhile | had shared my Persica
seedlings from CHEWTIGRESS, about 20
different plants) with a few of the ARBA
members. Everyone had CHEWTIGGLE
(Tigress x Baby Love) but Ronnie joined
later and had a different hybrid

(probably CHEWTINGLE because Tiggle
had run out). All of the originals had
Persica ‘eyes’ but were only once flowering,
but Ronnie's cross produced a fully repeat
flowering Persica hybrid called ‘Belting
Pink'. Unfortunately the ‘eye’ was the

LADY HILLINGDON
By Martin Stott

Reynolds Hole, the Rose Society's Founder
President, wrote in his famous A Book
About Roses: “If ever for some heinous
crime, | were miserably sentenced, for

the rest of my life, to possess but a single
Rose-tree, | should desire to be supplied,
on leaving the dock, with a strong plant of

1

‘Gloire de Dijon'.

Few would agree with that today (perhaps
the plants sold now have paled genetically
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same colour as the rest of the petal so it
was hardly noticed, but ‘Belting Pink’ had
inherited the genes from SCRIVBELL that
made for exceptional disease resistance.
And so it happened that | crossed ‘Belting
Pink’ with ‘Summer Wine' and it produced
‘Bright as a Button'. The Americans have
called it ‘bulletproof’ and following on,
most of the European breeders have used
it to produce healthy Persica roses. This

is all thanks to Len Scrivens and Ronnie
Rawlins. So perhaps | would have to take
‘Belting Pink’ and if allowed, some of the
amateur breeders too, as breeding is most
fun when you're able to compare and chat
with others about your work.

versus the original bred 173 years ago). But
most of us would concur that having to
choose just one rose feels like a punish-
ment.

Condemn me to the same sentence and

| might choose ‘Lady Hillingdon’ — a lovely
orange/yellow repeat-flowering climbing
tea rose released by Elisha Hicks in 1917

that always makes me smile.
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Lady Hillingdon is the woman who coined
the phrase “lie back and think of England”.
She is said to have used the phrase in a
diary entry in 1912 to describe her response
to her husband's twice-weekly visits to her
bedchamber.

In its original context it's rather sad —an
expression of an unhappy marriage. But
too many years ago, when | edited the
University of Nottingham student
newspaper, the sports editor — a fellow
North Easterner — would protest in a
hilariously strong Geordie accent: “How
can | lie back and think of England when
Peter Beardsley's not in the team?”

For those who are not aficionados of 1980s
football, Beardsley was a silky midfielder/
striker who won 59 caps for England,
scoring nine goals.

FOR YOUR EYES ONLY
By Alice Elliott

Time and time again I've been asked the
same question: If you could keep one rose
above all others, which would it be? It has
taken me a few months of

pondering, thinking by default it should
be Rosa ‘Gertrude Jeckyll’, the powerful
fragrance and timeless beauty ingrained
in the memories of my grandmother’s
garden in Essex..the garden where faeries
tiptoed along the branches of the Horse
Chestnut, the lichen-covered owl

keeping a watchful eye from within the
laurel hedges, and the place where I'd give
anything to revisit, dump the burdens of
adulthood at the wrought iron gate, and
drink in that intoxicating combination of
fragrances that constitute a warm and
loving environment. | remember making
rose perfume for my mother in a play tea

This rose also evokes memories of

Robert Calkin - the perfumer who devised
a rose scent classification system for David
Austin. He described the fragrance of
‘Lady Hillingdon’ as like a “freshly-opened
packet of loose tea”. Spot on! It's a healthy
rose, too.

Martin Stott writes the Storyteller Garden
blog

set, the poor woman having to endure the
stagnant stink of weeks old mushed-up
rose water, and the contrast of the pink
petals with the soft lavender as | skipped
along the neatly-clipped lawn, barefoot
and free. But, at some point along the
path of my life so far, | haven't quite been
able to replicate that feeling with
‘Gertrude Jeckyll', no matter where |
planted her. The magic and nostalgia of
those moments are locked in my
memories.

However, there is one rose in my garden
and in my life with whom | converse every
day. Of course, in winter, like me, she
hunkers down and holds tight until the
lighter, warmer days but come this time of
year the countless buds of this floribunda



become like old friends I'm preparing to
reunite with: healthy, reliant, beautiful and
non-judgmental- come on, I'm sure you
talk to certain plants too! Yes, this
botanical BFF | treat more than just a
plant or any other rose, and that is the
Persica hybrid, Rosa ‘For Your Eyes Only'.

Introduced in 2014 and awarded Rose

of the Year 2015, Chris Warner's ‘For Your
Eyes Only’ is a rose that delivers me with
an entire summer of unique blooms that
tick both the ethereal pinky-peachy box
for my innocent “My Little Pony” side and
that sultry, seductive box with those deep
maroon eyes, mirroring my wild side. And,
with her blooms being single and open,
the pollinators also appreciate her
presence in the garden.

So, what is it about this rose that would
make me take it with me to the proverbial
desert island? For a start, the foliage is
clean, glossy, and Black Spot is not a worry
in the slightest - it's a handsome plant!
Then there's the beauty of the blooms,
which, in a bouquet effortlessly connect
the light to the deeper colours and elevate
the interest, but my relationship with this
rose is multifaceted. She is also a turning
point on My rose journey, which is a little
back-to-front compared to others’, but a
journey none-the-less.

The breeder of this rose, Chris Warner,
along with associate, Catherine Shaw, was
the first rose breeder | met and learned
about the breeding process of roses. |

was once the Trials Coordinator at a large
wholesale nursery that produced mainly
perennials yet branched out to growing
roses in recent years. I'd get bareroot roses
delivered, pot them up, grow them
without using any fungicides or pesticides
to see how the plant truly performs, and
then evaluate it to decide its suitability

as stock at the nursery. You see, we really
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do take for granted where the rose that
we pick up off the shelf and place into

our trolleys comes from, or rather, the
journey from seedling to secret garden
companion (in my case), and it was from
meeting Chris and Catherine that my

eyes were opened for the first time. | was
also fascinated by the genetic complexity
when breeding roses. Honestly, if you want
your mind blown, take a look into it and try
your own breeding. Since joining The Rose
Society UK, | have been thoroughly
enjoying the webinars and my fellow
members' articles and stories that bring
the people and the plants together, as well
as having the privilege to learn from those
with an incredible amount of experience
in all aspects of the rose world.

To summarise, ‘For Your Eyes Only’ was the
turning point that allowed me to embrace
this almost folklorian bond and become

a part of something very special, and
perhaps that's why | feel comfortable
confiding in her rather than the numerous
other roses in my garden or the Cercis’
fluttering leaves or even the visiting
blackbirds. Fancy a challenge? The next
time you go for a stroll in your garden, stop
for a moment to think about the story
behind your favourite plant’s existence,
lean in, question what it is that magnetises
you to that particular plant, and whisper
your thoughts into its petals or leaves. |
guarantee you will feel somewhat
enlightened.
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Surprise Dean Hole

Medal Winners!

The Rochester weekend also saw the Dean
of Rochester make a surprise

presentation of the Dean Hole medal - to
Ray and Pauline Martin.

Ray and Pauline stepped in when the
Royal National Rose Society — the world's
oldest specialist plant society — was
declared insolvent in 2017. Along with
another Dean Hole medal holder, John
Anthony, they were at the forefront in
creating the Rose Society UK and have
dedicated two decades to reviving its
fortunes, tirelessly running rose shows
around the country and putting iton a
stable financial footing.

It was an emotional moment for all of us
and | struggled to get the last lines of the
citation out as | read: “This is the first time
the Dean Hole medal has been awarded
at the spiritual home of the man known
as the Rose King. The Awards Committee
could think of no-one worthier to receive it
on this special occasion. We hope the old
Dean is smiling down upon us, nodding
his head in approval and sharing our
appreciation of Ray and Pauline's
immense fortitude and creative vision in
promoting the infinite beauty and charms
of his beloved rose, the Queen of Flowers."

Derek Lawrence, Chair of the Honours
Committee, said: “The then National Rose
Society instituted the Dean Hole medal in
1909 - five years after the Dean’s death. It is

lifetime achievement award in the field of
roses and for service to the genus Rosa.
Records show that 106 rosarians have

been bestowed with the medal. Recipients
have included Ellen Willmott, Harry
Wheatcroft, David Austin, Wilhelm and
Reimer Kordes, Peter Harkness, Peter
Beales and Chris Warner."

It was very special for the Dean Hole medal
to be presented by the current Dean of
Rochester — the first time it has happened.
It had been tough for us keeping the
announcement secret from Ray and
Pauline. When he'd recovered the power
of speech Ray’s first words were to joke:
“How did we not know? Who paid for
them?”

This year recently-retired Northen Ireland
breeder Colin Dickson will also be awarded
the Dean Hole medal. The ceremony will
take place at the Belfast rose trials. The
Dickson rose nursery in Newtownards
dated back to the first half of the 19th
century and his family began breeding
roses in 1879. Colin is the sixth generation
of Dickson nurserymen.

Martin Stott
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Britain’s first rose
christening

Martin Stott reports on a special ceremony as
part of the Rose Society’s visit to Rochester
Cathedral

In many countries it is common for new roses to be ‘christened’ — usually with beer or
champagne poured over them by a gardener, breeder, celebrity or even European royalty.
On Saturday Rochester Cathedral saw the first such naming ceremony in Britain.

The Dean of Rochester, Dr Philip Hesketh, sprinkled holy water on three bushes of a new
rose from Warners Roses — ‘Always in my Heart' [CHEWrepose] — blessing them with a
prayer.

After splashing water over them with the cathedral's aspergillum - a small mace-like tool
with holes — the Dean joked about the risks of watering plants from above. He said: “If
these get blackspot, don't come complaining to me!”

It was particularly fitting that the ceremony should take place during a visit of the Rose
Society UK to the cathedral, which was the home of Dean Reynolds Hole. Hole was the
founding president of the National Rose Society when it was formed 150 years ago and
one of the 19th century's most popular writers on the rose. The name of the rose was also apt.

Catheriné'Shaw. at Rose
Christening

Always in my Heart Rose being blessed by The Very Rev'd Dr Phillip Hesketh
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Always in my Heart by Warners Ros%s

Dr Hesketh said: “Dean Hole wrote that if you want beautiful roses in your garden, you
must have roses in your heart. So, it's highly appropriate that we're going to bless them
and they're going to live here.

He prayed: “Lord God, sanctify these roses. May their fragrance be a joy and a pleasure to
those who look upon them. And may their beauty remind us of your grace and your love.”
Exceptionally free-flowering and healthy, though with only light fragrance, the floribunda
has already won an award at the Rochford's International Rose Trials and been given an
RHS Award of Garden Merit.

The rose was bred by 89-year-old Chris Warner — Britain's oldest professional breeder.
Catherine Shaw, MD of Warners Roses, said: “At the Rochford's Rose Trials, where it was
first registered as CHEWreflection, it just bloomed its head off, wowing the judges. The
buds can be quite large and bright red - like love hearts — and then they open to cream,
with hints of peach and pink.” She added: “The name was inspired by the poem and
choral song ‘I carry your heart with me, | carry it in my heart'. Chris and | felt that the name
‘Always in my Heart' worked as a romantic gesture for the living but also satisfied an
important need for a universal remembrance rose that worked for whether you are
remembering a mum, a dad, a friend or a much-loved pet.”



Chris Warner said: “The rose is a cross using
HORanylove (Known as Nelson Mandela
Rose in South Africa) by Colin Horner. This
variety is a product of the species rose
breeding programme that | was part of in
the late 1970s. The sharing of information
and seedlings among that group brought
new healthy lines into rose breeding across
Europe and that important work led to this
rose and many others. Always in my Heart is
a very healthy variety.”

‘Always in my Heart’ will now be planted in

a new bed at the cathedral for roses
produced by winners of the Dean Hole
medal — the highest award in the rose world.
Chris Warner won the award four years ago.
Other winners since its inception in 1909
include David Austin, Wilhelm Kordes, Peter
Harkness and Peter Beales.

To pre-order ‘Always in my Heart' contact

The Garden Rose Company:
hello@thegardenrosecompany

Dean Hole tomb at Rochester Cathedral.

SPRING 2026

Members of the Rose Society with the Dean
of Rochester around the tomb of Dean Hole
Reynolds, ‘The Rose King'.
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Shows News 2026

By The Rose Society’s Head of PR and Shows,
Pauline Martin

The start of another busy season. Roses
everywhere and as I'm sure everyone will
say earlier than they used to be. We held
our very successful Spring show, for
greenhouse grown roses, at Planters
Pacific Garden Centre. Thanks to Gerald
Ingram and his team for all their help and
support. Of course, it wouldn't be a show
without our exhibitors and judges to;
thanks go to all involved.

It's hard to believe but it was probably the
coldest, wettest weekend we've
experienced this year. Nonetheless it was
a good show and will be held at the same
venue next year on 15th and 16th May
2027. Ray and | were lucky enough to be
awarded Spring Champions again, with
Neil Duncan winning best in show with
some lovely Irresistible in a box and also
picking up the most points in the Dean
Hole challenge. | think it's fair to say we all
struggled due to the early season, but the
exhibitors were able to show roses grown
in their garden.

Stella Morris had a beautiful selection

of roses from her and husband Frank’s
garden. David Bryant entered some of his
new seedlings and as ever John McCarthy
put on an excellent display of miniatures
and mini-floras. Our Chairman, John
Anthony who is struggling with his
mobility entered some beautiful exhibits,
not least his usual pot of Dreaming
Maiden in full flower.




Our HT'S were particularly good with Ring
of Fire winning the Star bloom. Kash and
Neil Mallaby brought a few of their Spring
roses, but the vast majority of their blooms
were late and just missed the show, but |
bet they had a greenhouse full of beautiful
blooms the following week! | did a rough
tally of roses that were looking good at the
show and from personal experience which
varieties grow well for the early show.

HT's

Grandpa Dickson
Piccadilly

Ring of Fire
Gavotte
Floribundas
Hakuun

Grace Abounding
Dancing Pink
Mini Floras

Miss Mabel
Butter cream
Miniatures
Irrestistible

Bob Martin
Behold

Marriotta

Fired Up

Astra

Daddy Frank
Chessies Favourite
Cooper

Dancing Flame

CLUSTER
RRESISTIBEES,
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Suffice to say the miniatures and mini-floras
are easier to grow in the greenhouse for
the early show but with a little perseverance
HT's and floribundas can be good also.

In the garden the Banksia roses are nearly
always in full bloom as are Canary Bird and
Dunwich Rose.

We look forward to seeing you all at

our flagship show in Shepperton at the
Squires Garden Centre 27th and 28th June
2026.

Don't forget the provincial shows at
Rhondda on 21st June and Ryedale show
at Rogers Garden Centre on 5th and 6th
July and Taunton on Friday 7th and
Saturday 8th August.

AIVE GRANDPA
_'ICKSONS SBEST
HTs
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AGM Roses

The RHS has reviewed its Award of Garden Merit (AGM) awards for roses, with the number
of holders reduced to 234. More will be added soon with winners of the Rochfords
International Rose Trials now automatically receiving the important badge.

A full list of AGM roses is now available in the members’ area of the Rose Society UK
website.

There's disappointment for some previous holders that have been dropped, including
‘Iceberg’, ‘Silver Anniversary', ‘Penny Lane' and ‘Just Joey'. In total 105 roses were removed
from the “RHS Recommended” list, while 209 kept the badge. Another 16 are still under
review.

Rose lovers may argue over the decision, but if we want people to grow roses then these
awards need to be up to date and pointing towards roses that still perform strongly in an
age when gardeners don't want to be spraying chemicals on their plants every week to
protect them from disease.

The AGM badge also has to cover the whole country, so these roses need to perform
robustly from Scotland to Cornwall.
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Daniel Myhill, Chairman of the Breeders' Group
of the Rose Society UK, and Senior Head of
Breeding at David Austin Roses, led the
committee that undertook the project.

He says: “I'm likely to be biased, but | would

say that the review is probably one of the most
important pieces of work the RHS has
undertaken on roses in nearly two decades. It
should help enormously to keep roses relevant
in the 21st century garden. And there's work still
to do, adding more roses to the list that have
been overlooked in the past.

“Many of the roses sold in garden centres are
familiar names from the past that suffer too
readily from the disease. They were bred and
introduced in an era when chemicals were
ubiquitous in nurseries and gardens. Times
have changed. We need to be more
environmentally aware and growing roses

in harmony with the wider ecosystem. And
gardeners want roses that are easy to grow and
care for. The breeders recognise this. The roses
they're producing today are rigorously tested
without sprays before they're released. If people
grow the best of these, they'll get much better
value for their money over the long term and
are more likely to buy more roses.

“Of course, there will be people who will have
good experiences growing the roses that have
had their AGM rescinded, and likewise there
will no doubt be people that have a bad
experience growing those still on the list. But
the aim is to provide a hallmark for the roses
which should be more reliable for most
gardeners.”

Martin Stott

Honey Bee Mine
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Squires 90th

Birthday

As Squires Garden Centres celebrate their
90th Anniversary, our President Colin
Squire also celebrates his 90th year in
August.

Colin has been the Rose Society UK'’s
staunchest supporter. Encouraging our
formation when the RNRS folded in 2017
both with his continued support of Squires
as the Summer Show venue and with a
financial ‘leg up’ when we first started.
Colin, even in his 90th year travels

SQUIRES

GARDEN CENTRES

extensively and is always The Society's
strongest advocate. The Rose Society UK
would like to extend it's warmest
congratulations to Colin personally and to
daughter Sarah, the company’s Chairman
and the Squires Garden Centre family.

Society members can read the whole
fascinating Squires story by scanning the
QR code below.




When my father founded Squire’s in 1936,
his aim was simple — to grow wonderful
plants and offer honest, practical advice
to gardeners. Ninety years on, those same
values still guide the business. I'm
incredibly proud of how Squire’s has
grown while staying true to its roots, its
people and its commitment to helping
local people enjoy their gardens.

Colin Squire OBE, DHM Chairman
Emeritus

90 Years of Gardening Expertise Squire's
was founded in 1936 by D.J. Squire

(1905 - 2003), a skilled nurseryman with

a lifelong love of plants and practical
gardening. From those early beginnings,
the family business has grown steadily,
guided by the same principles that shape
Squire's today — horticultural expertise,
quality plants and friendly, knowledgeable
service. Over the decades, Squire's evolved
and Colin Squire (D.J.s son) opened one
of the earliest garden centres in the UK

in Twickenham, in 1964. The group has
expanded in the South East while staying
rooted in its horticultural heritage. Over
85% of the plants we sell are sourced from
UK nurseries, with many plants grown at
our own nurseries in Sussex and
Hampshire. More than a place to shop,
Squire's has become a place to enjoy
spending time. Our garden centres bring
people together - to browse, to meet
friends and family, and to relax over good
food and drink in our restaurants. A visit to
Squire's can be as much about connection
and community as it is about gardening.
While each generation has brought fresh
ideas, Squire’s has always remained true
to its roots — sharing trusted advice and

a genuine love of plants and gardening,
passed down through the years.

SPRING 2026

8 Colin and his father, DJ Squire

Society members can
read the whole fascinating
Squires story by scanning
the QR code.
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How to... create a wildlife garden

John Howden offers some simple ways to encourage

more wildlife into the garden.

You might say that we are all the “bees
knees", the King and Queens of our
gardens. But really, on reflection, you
realise our gardens are only on loan from
nature; in fact, only on loan from the
environment.

Gone are the days when the Victorians
dominated nature, nowadays we have
found it better to live alongside nature, in
harmony with it. Most people don't realise
that in Victorian times there was a
horticultural revolution as well as an
industrial revolution, exerting Man's
dominance over nature. This is the
realisation and basis of this article and
‘How to live alongside nature and not to
compete with it Our gardens are living
entities, full of wildlife, insects, pollinators
and even bacteria living in the soil; we
cannot manage without them. Most of

these “pests” are harmless but occasionally,

they can produce disease or sickness. For

example, always wear gardening gloves to

keep you healthy because some bacteria
such as Lock Jaw are harmful.

However, the nature in most gardens can
be enjoyed, especially if you have children
or grandchildren. See the world through

their eyes and it can be beautiful. Imagine

their excitement to see a field mouse or
hedgehog trundling across the lawn. In

this article, | have tried to come up with

ideas on how we can enjoy the nature in
our gardens.

Perhaps the first question is “Why do we
need to look after nature”? As the world
gets more developed and space more
limited, no wildlife can survive without
using our gardens, it is rapidly becoming
the only space available. Our gardens are
becoming more important as sanctuaries
for wildlife.

Ground cover rose: Scented Carpet




If you're a beginner gardener, here a few
ways to get started:

Plant choices

Grow more herbaceous flowers. This will
increase the numbers of insects and
provide more food for the birds. (Teasels,
Sunflowers, Cornflowers and Zinnias are
among many flowers that will produce
bird friendly seeds)

Plant Buddlejas to encourage butterflies.
(As well as the commmon Buddleja, there
are compact varieties suitable for the
patio.) They also grow easily from
hardwood cuttings

If you find gardening difficult and prefer to
leave it uncultivated, try scattering a handful
of wild flower seeds. Even if you do not buy
them from a garden centre, it is easy to
collect a few seed heads from the fields or
hedgerows.
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Bird and bat feeders and boxes. Consider
adding a bird feeder area in the garden to
attract a whole variety of birds. | put mine
near to a rear window to give a good view
from the house but far enough away to
prevent bird droppings on the window.
(The latest advice is keep feeders clean
and change their locations regularly to
keep the birds healthy.) | always remmember
sitting in the conservatory with my
granddaughters, armed with guide books
on wild birds to identify the visitors to the
feeders. Or putting a chair on the back
lawn when the sun was setting, to see the
acrobatic antics of the Pipistrelle Bats.
Amazingly skilled little creatures and such
fun to watch as they fed on the evening
moths. | hope the girls will always have
lasting memories of the wildlife fun and
excitement to interest their own children.
In one of my previous houses where the
window sills were timber, | fixed a Blue Tit
nesting box which was without a back, on
to the outside sill but close to the glass in
each of my children’s bedrooms. A black
card was stuck to the inside of the whole
glass which gave the birds a sense of
security, but a peep-hole in this card gave
my children chance to see the babies
hatching, growing up and being fed by
their parents.
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The choice of trees is important to enclose
and shelter your garden. This will
encourage birds to stay. The trees | chose
were ornamentals; the white flowered,
wild Hawthorne (Crataegus monogyna) is
robust against wind, but very graceful; it
provides a soft green foliage and
ultimately develops a thorny thicket which
is favoured by nesting birds. It is a most
undervalued tree with delicate white
blossom. The white flowering Cherry
(Prunus avium) is also an attractive tree
which each July provides small black
cherries for Blackbirds to feed on.

Roses

Single roses and roses that fully express
their flowers with plenty of pollen are
great for pollinators like bees and flies.
They're also hide outs and a source of food
for beetles, caterpillars, aphids, and moths
and other ‘pests’ that then become food
for the birds.

Water features

Ponds and water are in short supply for
wildlife in Britain and water may be worth
considering in your plans. | chose not to
consider a pond because | have
grandchildren who are partially sighted
and a pond would present a danger to
them but they can bring almost instant
wildlife to a garden.

Soil health

Soil consists of two parts and the inert
particles of rock in soil need to be
refreshed each year with a mulch of horse
manure which is also a conditioner to
restore the living organisms in soil. It is
this living part of soil (beneficial bacteria,
nutrients, insects, arthropods and
mammals) which benefit our plants. |
believe it is best to avoid manure which
is sold as ‘spent mushroom compost’
because it is heavily treated with lime

to suit the mushroom fungus and not
suitable for the pH requirement of roses.
Large amounts of mushroom compost is
released on the market every autumn
because it can only be used once.
Farmyard manure is not as natural as
horse manure because it is heavily dosed
with antibiotics as part of the quality meat
producing process, which can easily pass
through the farm animals digestive
system. Thereby, it could be destructive
in reducing the essential bacteria in the
living soil fauna. With the present lack of
horses due to mechanisation on farms,
many farmers have already reverted to
using composted human sewage which
can also restrict the living fauna in the
same way. These are my opinions at the
moment but these relationships could
provide a useful topic for future research.
Certainly, as a pathologist | can confirm
that all manures do contain harmful
bacteria and that garden gloves should be
worn when handling.




HAPPY GARDENING!

John Howden was the research scholar
for the Royal National Rose Society from
1967 to 1973 and is a committed grower of
Roses.

Rosy Resources & Advice
The second edition of ‘All About Roses/,
the Rose Society UK's guide is out now,
available to buy via the online shop. You
can also ask questions and pick up tips
via the RSUK Facebook group.

Visit: www.therosesociety.org.uk

Join the Rose Society UK's Facebook page.
Ask a question and our members will be
pleased to share their pruning tips and
advice: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
rosesocietyuk/

Rambler: Francis E. Lester
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The Society is grateful for the
continued support of all
Our Sponsors
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Connect with us
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President - Mr Colin Squire OBE DHM
Vice President - Mr Chris Warner DHM

Management Committee

Chair John Anthony DHM E: info@therosesociety.org.uk
Vice Chair lain Silver E:iain@therosesociety.org.uk
Secretary Ray Martin E: info@therosesociety.org.uk
Treasurer Matt Pitt E: treasurer@therosesociety.org.uk
Patron Mr Adam Frost

General Committee

Membership Liam Beddall E: members@therosesociety.org.uk
PR & Shows Pauline Martin E: pauline@therosesociety.org.uk
Breeders Group Daniel Myhill E: daniel@therosesociety.org.uk
Honours Derek Lawrence - Alice Button - Richard Dee

Shows Commiittee
Jim Anderson - Gareth Davies
Neil Duncan - John McCarthy

Regional Reps
Ireland David Kenny
Wales Gareth Davies
Scotland lain Silver

Researcher
Brian Schofield E: brian@therosesociety.org.uk

Postal Address

Please direct all mail to;

The Secretary - The Rose Society UK
66 Langer Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk
IPT1 2HS n www.facebook.com/TheRoseSociety UK

@ www.instagram.com/the_rose_society_uk

www.therosesociety.org.uk
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Head to the Rose Society Shop for
useful products, apparel
and publications.

Uncle Tom’s

www.therosesociety.org.uk/shop2
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